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INTRODUCTION
^ ""A History of the Gurnet, Sa

quish arid Clark's bland,by Al

bert Franklin pierce is h sup
erb piece of folk literature. In

.,1969, Captain A.F. "AUie"

"Pierce, 92 years of Plymouth,

is one of the last of the old*-

time shell backs that s.iiledbe-.1
fore the insist, lie has written

flSftHHstory compiled largely front1
ineuiorj and Siak tradition and

Jias. preserved anecdotes in Io-1
■cal1 history that might easily
have been forgotten or perhaps

remembered. Men ljf(C
hiii) will never be seen again.
He Is one of die last rem

nants of the oldtime sailors

who have been shouldered into
history by the less rugged ways
of the modern world they helped
to create. Each year, the ranks

of those who followed the sea
in the tradition of Melville's
Ahan, Ishmael, and Queegueg
of Moby Dick fame or Richard
Henry Dana, autfior of Two
Years Before the Mast, dwin

dles. We are therefore most
fortunate to have among us
still, in this historically unique ■
environment of Plymouth, a
seaman sriw is, ic a grant ex

tent, a part of ; "lymoutli's mar

itime past and whose historv
will add to the preserving much
of tile area's i

| HBTBfflS
Captain Pierce was berhVoh/-'

April 11, 1677, in ChiltOHville.
flils .vas "at the- height of' the'

period when Siestatelys;iiiare-
rigged ships still predorhina&d .
tiie maritime, scene ind'stEam
had not yet replaced.tie winds1,
•and sea currents-,as the major' .
means of seafaring locomotion. ;
.He went to, sea-while still Very '

young and1 spent otu;,nfe sum-- ,!
mer ashore before he1was m<ir-:
riedin 1913, Attwenty,.he1was
the skipper of.the sloop Gladys
Lee, He has :-not only been%he■
master, of: numerous.'yessles
but has built ships for75 years
which have safied from Spituate '
to the Cftps ;flji -^s: far-'Wtesi".

as -the Connecticut' RjiEr..'"He
remembers: ;"tj"$wling ' in /tfie
spring $m the first of' May
and then setting nets for mack
erel In summer. His clear mind .
is filled with seafaring lore of
which the1 fallowing are exam-"
pies:

He recall' Jie "big able ves

sel" Cora McKay.opProvince-
■town.sliippered.by". Captain Mc-r.'.

Kay. whik fishing off the Vir- '
rin Rocks on the Grand Banks,

the Cora McKay sllppcdiher
anchor Iri p. mighty gflleonajaaB

lost .vjtlioi:r... a. trace (except

her mo'*.,iig:;buoyE);of the.2$'
Provincetowit men aboard. He

■.told, tne sto.ry.-pf 'GsptaijvWads-,

Wdi1f)'JUft'
bitten sailor." His .wife was..

aboard his, :'ship arid ahoutto;

give birth ito-a child when tlie

ship was; becalmed-in the In

dian Ocean,arid could not reach

port. A. 'Son.'was born, aptly

named Seaborn Wadsworth, and

. tbs mother died In childbirth.

Desiring to bury his wife in

■- the soil of her native Duxbury,''

■Capv Wadsworth' placed her

■ body in (kpfllfsk of brandy and.

■ so1 preserved, her as to avoid

necessity of a sea burial. How-

- ever, quite;''naturally, Wads

worth did not respond In exact

ly die same way to nis crew.

When a sailor died at sea, Mr.

Tierce recalled tliesimpleser-

vice performed on the qusrter-

decl< as handed down in oral

tradition to him by his neigh

bor on .Saquish, tlie Captain's

son. Seaborn. "Ashes to ashes

. dust.to dust, if God don't.take

him, tlie devil.must,'* and so

the body was committed, ever

in the deep. Tim spiritand tem

per of-the forecastle is herein

TOM LAW$CL\

Captain Pierce remembers

seeing the ship Tom Lawson,

tile only seven-masted schooner

ever built, loaded with oil in

New York and h<ii: 1 c>:;' ".i;

Uver^'wl, It was Friday, tiia

13tii of December, 1907. The
ship's master, superstitious as

many men ace Who34 liYSI de

pend on the fates that the ele-

nienjs have in store, refused to

sail, A new captain was requi

sitioned by the ship's owners

who would not suffer one day's:

loss of profits for tlesake of
bupei-stition. The slip was lost

at sea *itb all bauds off the

Sciily Islands between the

Azores and England not long

after leaving port. Although

these Seamen had the uncanny

ability to pick their way througV

storm and fot by dead reckon

ing, tlie sounding lead or a mys

tic sense of .smell still, even

'¥5T"reSnW ei-.dr.wed ■ftitfrSugfT
a sixth sense, tiiere were safer

ways to make a living. Gales,

collisions, shoals, and danger

ous lee shores took a heavy toll

of vessels and their crews.

MARITIME VITALITY
Mr. Pierce, in his conver

sation, has clearly demonstra

ted the maritime vitality of Ply
mouth In the early 19th cen
tury. He spoke of over 60 ves

sels bound out of Plymouth for
tiie Grand Banks "registering
a total of $98,000 in the year

1800 for customs house re-
ceipts. When they tool; the

wharves away, they mined Ply
mouth,"

Capt, Fierce is related to

many notables in Plymouth his-

tory. Although painted in the

darkest shades i!>' George Wil-
lison in Saints and strangers,

John Fierce held tfie patent of

tlie old colony in L6E1 and help

ed finance the PUgrlms wliile

he was In England,Capui'terce

is also a relative of Ahrahau'i

1 'ii.-rce, who cwaeii r :c first cjst-

j tie in the colony, fie is a des-
: cendant of D.S. President

Franldin Pierce, and his grand

father, Branch Pierce, deer

hunred each autumn for man}'

years with fenator Daniel Web-

,,S,ter ..a^t. .Long^ Pond, Albert

i Franklin "Pierce"is, in short,'

a most fascinating man and we

j are delighted to have his his
tory in our library's collection

at Pilgrim Hall and his map-of

; Clark's Island, subdivided by

I land holdings and titles, given

to the Pilgrim Society in 1952.

L.D. Gejler,

Director, Pilgrim society

Plymouth, Mass.

The Gurnet was visited by

Thorwald, son of Eric the Red,

in the spring of 1004 and at that

time, was covered with woods.

The spot so charmed him, be

exclaimed, "On this beautiful

spot 1 should like to fix my

dwelling!" Soon after he was

wounded in a skirmish with the

buried on the Gurnet.

The Gurnet and Plymouth

were visited by Martin Pring In

the year 1603 and by Sluer de.

Mants in 1605 with Champlain

as pilot. He made a map which

shows Saquish as an island sod

Brown's Bank the same as now.

The Gurnet was granted in 1694

to John Doty, Jotta Nelson and
Sainuel Lucas.

^ir lMu*^,,Aj$$£is, as gov

ernor of^^-.^jglaind, granted
to plymoifm^ "ffierpurnet, Sa-
qutsh andClark's:lsiandini683-
1689, The fort on tlie Gurnet

was built in i776 by the towns

of Plymouth, Kingston amJ Dux-

bury and had a company of

sixtv mer, under Capt. William

Weston. The lighthouse was
built in 1768, tfie first twia,.

iighthouse on the coast. It re
mained a twin lighthouse until :

li.124 when Massachusetts reded
Same to the Federal Govern

ment in nyo. It was destroyed
by fire in July of 1301 and re-

titdlt in 1803. Hie first light-
House keeper was a Mrs. Thorn-

i as, ]"he fort was called Fort
Andrew,

During rhe War of 1812, a few

shots were exchanged with the

British frigate "Niger," which

sent boats and crews to burn

(Continued on Page 9)

the fishing vessels at Ply

mouth. The fort fired on the

frigate and the returnshotfrom
tlie frigate put a ball through

tlie lighthouse, tlie only light

house on the coast to be hit by
enemy fire. The British, how

ever, turned back.

The Gurnet contain., about

27 acres of good soil.Thename

is derived from tlie gurnet-fish,

which is found on the coast of

Devonshire, England.

■ saquish was granted to the .

town of Plymouth In 1638-39.

Plymouth, in 1690, granted It to

Ephraim and George Morton.

In the earliest records,Saquish

is called "Sagaquas" by die In

dians, which means,"Theplace
of many clams." It has an area
of about seven acres of upland.
Edward Bangs was one of the

early settlers and be conveyed
tlie land to Manasah Kenton,

who in turn conveyed these lands

io his soT-In-law, Ephraim

Morton, whose heirs sold sani';

to ElisIB Doten in 1725. lnl74I,

Doten sold out to Robert Bart-

lett, arid in 1742,Bartletttrans-
ferred tiUe to Benjamin Hanks,

who lived there for about four

years before selling out to

Saraus LeBaron In 1746. Hanks

left Saqulsn and went west. His

great - grandson Abraham

Lincoln, was born In alogcabln

hi Kentucky, 63 years after he
left Saquish.

The Burgesses owned Saquish
from ]850 io i860. Mr. Burgess

carne ashore from lobstering

one day, only to find surveyers

at work and upon questioning

them, he was Informed that the




